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Dates for your diary
MAR

Fri 25th

Year 6 Crucial Crew
visit
Parents’ Evening,
3.30-6pm
Parents’ Evening,
3.30-6pm
Easter Team Day

Wed 30th

Hilltop

Thu 31st

Hilltop

Thu 10th
Tue 22nd
Thu 24th

APR
Fri 1st
Fri 15th
Mon 18th
Thu 21st

Hilltop
School closes for
Easter
GOOD FRIDAY
EASTER MONDAY
School reopens for
half term

MAY
Fri 27th

School closes for
half term

JUN
Mon 6th
Tue 7th
Thu 9th
Wed 15th
Tue 21st
Wed 22nd

School reopens
School
photographer in
AAN Passport Day
Sports Day
Bag2School
collection
AAN Core Day
AAN Year 6 Parent’s
Evening, 6pm

JUL
Tue 12th
Tue 19th
Wed 20th
Thu 21st

Fri 22nd

AAN Year 5
Castaway Day
AAN Arts Transition
Day
AAN PE/House Day
AAN Teambuilding
Day
Year 6 Leavers’
Assembly, 1-3pm
School closes for
summer!

Head’s Headlines
Well, here we are, already half way through the spring term. Honestly, I
don’t know where the time goes! The sun has finally started to show
itself over the past few days and fingers crossed it will start to make a
more permanent appearance as we head further into the year.
It’s nice to be able to say that we’ve actually got things to look forward
to over the next few weeks. At the end of the month we will be taking the
Year 6s to Hilltop and I’m looking forward to seeing who’ll be joining me
at the top of the Pizza Box this year. We’ve also got Parents’ Evening
coming up and it’ll be lovely to see you in school to talk about the
progress the children are making.
STEM

The thing we’re most thrilled about though is being able to invite parents
and carers back to join us for Sports Day in the Summer Term. It’s
always a highlight of the summer for us and to be able to share it once
again with you will make it all the more enjoyable in 2022.
We all had a wonderful day celebrating World Book Day. The children
brought in their favourite books from school and it was lovely to see the
older children sharing stories with the younger children. Seeing the
children mix across the classes is a joy to see and something we’ve
missed dearly over the past couple of years. We’re finally beginning to
feel like we’re getting back to our old ‘normal’, but with a few added
tweaks thrown in.
Something we’re not looking forward to quite as much is saying goodbye
to members of staff who are leaving us over the next few weeks. Mrs
McLean will be leaving us at the end of this week to start a new job in
the adult care sector. We thank her for all the dedication she has shown
in supporting children in their learning. Sarah has worked in many
classrooms across the federation and we wish her well in her new role.
At the end of the term we will also be saying our goodbyes to Mr
Richards, Miss Hall and Mrs Simmonds. The school really won’t be the
same without them, but I know we will still see them now again to
catch-up and hear about their new adventures.
Take care and keep safe,

Julie Dekker

Stop Press
News

A big thank you to everyone who donated to
Bag2School last month. The next one will be in June,
so plenty of time to get sorting …

Parent’s Evening
We’re looking forward to continuing face-to-face Parents’ Evenings later this month. Letters will be sent
out nearer the time for you to request your time slots to see your children’s teachers and Mr Dekker will
also be available on Thursday 24th March for any parents of Year 4 pupils in Class 2 that would like to
speak to him about their child’s progress in Maths.
If neither of the scheduled dates are suitable for you then Zoom appointments will be made available,
but will be arranged for a different date. If this is something you may need, then please do contact
your child’s teacher directly.

Help for Ukraine
It won’t have escaped anyone’s attention that there is severe unrest in parts of Europe at the moment,
causing many families to leave their homes and the majority of their possessions behind. There has
been an overwhelming amount of support for these refugees from across the UK, and as a federation we
are going to do our bit to help them as much as we can.
We are going to use both Great Ellingham and Rocklands Primary Schools as collection points for any
donations that you’d like to make and we will take them to the Waggon and Horses in Griston, who are
passing them on to the relevant local groups who can help.
They are accepting donations of:











Warm clothes (all sizes)
Shoes and boots (all sizes)
Scarves
Sleeping bags
Ground mats
Walkie-talkies
Nappies/wipes
Wheelchairs
Baby food
Non-perishable food items

Please package up your donations and label as male, female, child, etc. This will help with the efficient
dispersion of items to the right people.
You can also take donations directly to the Waggon and Horses if you wish, but we are happy to
facilitate transport of anything you’d like to give.
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Keep going with your
IXL!
Even though we’re
getting back to more
usual routines in school,
it’s still important that
children are practicing
their Maths and English
skills on their IXL
accounts. Teachers set
specific homework using
the app and there are
plenty of other skills to
work through too.
Teachers check progress
on a Monday morning,
and love to see how well
the children are all
progressing.

Reminder to parents
This is a polite request to parents and carers to be mindful
of their parking at drop-off and collection times.
We appreciate that parking outside Rocklands School is
limited, but we ask that those choosing to park along The
Street towards Magpie Lane bear in mind that large
vehicles need to get through as well. There have been
occasions when the swimming and Forest School buses
have been unable to get through, delaying children’s return
to school.
Also, drivers should refrain from parking outside the red
Class 1 gates on the opposite side of the road. Again, this
causes blockages in the traffic and poses a danger to those
walking along the very narrow pathway to and from
school.

Books Around the Bonfire
At Christmas it has long been a tradition to host Books at Bedtime
in school for the Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children. They always
loved coming to school in their pyjamas and dressing gowns,
bringing their favourite cuddly toy and sitting and listening to
stories by the Christmas tree with their friends.
Unfortunately, we haven’t been able to do it for the last two years,
but now that things are improving we’re planning something a little
different.
Mrs Dekker, Mrs Chamberlin and Mrs Shaw are all working on plans
for the summer term, where they hope to host the very first Books
Around the Bonfire!

Please help us by
periodically visiting the
Ofsted website to leave
your views on our school.
There is a link on our
website.

We’ll have more details for you nearer the time, but we’re looking
forward to setting up on the Great Ellingham school field to enjoy
some stories, share books with friends and probably have a snack
or two!
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Celebrating World Book Day!
The children had great fun celebrating World Book Day. They shared their favourite
stories with children from different classes, and it was entertaining watching them guess
the ‘shelfies’ taken by the school staff. Class 3 also did Book Speed Dating, deciding on
whether to read an unknown book based just on its first page.

Guess the shelfie …
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