
 
 

 

A message from  
Talk for Writing

PLEASE
DONATE!

Dear Teacher/Parent/Carer, 

Welcome to batch four of our home-school English units.

We are continuing to receive huge amounts of positive feedback from teachers, 
parents and children about our units which have been downloaded tens of thousands 
of times.

If these booklets are used at home, we expect teachers to support children through 
their home-school links. The booklets are also ideal for in school ‘bubble’ sessions. 

We want to use this batch of units to raise money for the NSPCC.  
Sadly, having to spend time in enforced isolation during Covid-19 will have put many 
children at greater risk of abuse and neglect. The NSPCC website provides useful 
guidance here. We are therefore asking for voluntary contributions of:

•  £5 per year group unit 
Schools using or sending the link to a unit to their pupils 

•  £2 per unit 
Parents using a unit with their child, if they can afford to do so

The above amounts are recommendations only. If you are finding the units of use and 
are able to donate more, please do!

DONATE HERE  
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tfw-nspcc

A huge thank you for all your donations so far. We are pleased to be able to provide 
the units as free downloads, whilst also using them to support good causes. 

We hope you enjoy this batch of units as much as the previous ones. 

With best wishes,

Pie Corbett 
Talk for Writing

What is Talk for Writing? 
Thousands of schools in the UK, and beyond, follow the Talk for Writing  
approach to teaching and learning. If you’re new to Talk for Writing, 
find more about it here. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/coronavirus-abuse-neglect-vulnerable-children/
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tfw-nspcc
https://www.talk4writing.co.uk/about/
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     Professor Behemoth’s Monsterology  
 

 
World famous monster expert Professor 
Behemoth is putting together a 
Monsterology of different types of 
monsters and beasts. He has spent years 
researching all sorts of weird and wonderful 
monsters and has a wide variety for his 
encyclopedia. Your job, in this booklet, is to 
provide the professor with another entry 
for his book; you’ll have to use your 
imagination unless you have actually seen a 
monster! 
 
                                

Information with a touch of 
‘faction’ 
 
In this workbook, we are going to be writing an 
information text about a made-up monster or 
beast. Even though this is a non-fiction genre of 
writing, we can still be inventive and creative. I 
like calling it FACTION when teaching it (the 
form fits information about facts but the 
content is fiction). 
 
To get us started, here is a model of a fictional 

information text about swamp monsters. As you are listening, you might want 
to think about which type of monster you will write about. Have a read below 
and then listen to me read it aloud here: 
https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/swamp/s-28ED2KJCK6n 
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Swamp Monsters 
 

Do you ever wonder what might be lurking in the murky swamps of 
our world? Rumour has it that the fabled swamp monster is not 
just a creature mentioned in myth and legend but it actually 
exists! Now is your chance to find out all that has been discovered 
about this unique being.  
 

Swamp monsters are rumoured to inhabit the most remote and 
humid swamps of the Amazon rainforest. Living in total solitude, it is 
believed that there is, perhaps, only one swamp monster on our 
planet, making it a mystery how they reproduce. Dr Patrick Thurston 
- world renowned monsterologist from Bristol University - could 
perhaps be the only living person ever to see this magnificent 
creature: “You cannot believe the pure majesty of the swamp 
monster. They seem as if they are ‘one with the swamp’ living in pure 
harmony with their habitat.” 
 

Swamp monsters don’t just live in swamps they resemble them. 
Being experts in camouflage, they are indistinguishable from their 
environment. Their bodies are made from this environment: limbs 
of gnarled branches, incredibly long fingers and glowing, iridescent 
hair which changes colour to match their mood. The most 
incredible thing about a swamp monster is that they have 
translucent breathing tubes meaning they can stay underwater 
indefinitely but continue to breathe.  
 

Have you ever wondered what a swamp monster eats? Their diet 
consists of herons, rats and even alligators which they hypnotise 
with their ever-staring, haunting eyes. Transfixed, any animal is 
helpless to the swamp monster who squeezes the life from them 
with its lean, powerful limbs. The swamp monster’s tongue has the 
ability to taste the air; this allows it to identify when its prey is 
close by. 
 

If you are now tempted to try and spot a swamp monster, we advise 
extreme caution! This beautiful but deadly creature should be left in 
solitude to be studied only by experts trained in monsterology. 
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Activity 1: Match the vocabulary to its definition 
 
You might not know all of the vocabulary that is in our model text. Don’t worry 
as this activity will help! Match the word to the correct definition and then 
check at the end of the booklet to see if you have them all right. 
 
Word      Definition    
 
myth      not distinguishable  
 
translucent     the state of living alone in seclusion 
 
indistinguishable    agreement or harmonious relations 
 
resemble displaying lustrous colours like those of a       

rainbow 
 
renowned      a traditional or legendary story 
 
majesty     rugged, bent, twisted or weather-beaten 
 
iridescent      to be like or similar to 
 
harmony permitting light to pass through but any 

objects on the other side are not clearly 
visible 

 
gnarled     to hold motionless with amazement 
 
solitude     supreme greatness 
 
transfixed     to be celebrated or famous 
 
 
You could magpie some of these words and   
use them in your own writing later on. 
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Activity 2: Underlying pattern of information texts 
Let’s go back to the model text. I have picked out the underlying pattern for 
you by  boxing up the structure for you; this will help guide your writing. 
Remember this is just a guide and, if you are confident, you could add in extra 
paragraphs, different sections, diagrams etc. 
 

Title Swamp Monsters 

Opening hook – to 
make the reader 
interested in finding 
out more. Fascinating 
fact for interest 

Do you ever wonder what might be lurking in the murky 
swamps of our world? Rumour has it that the fabled swamp 
monster is not just a creature mentioned in myth and legend 
but it actually exists! Now is your chance to find out all that has 
been discovered about this unique being. 

Habitat 
Information about the 
area the creature lives 
in 

Swamp monsters are rumoured to inhabit the most remote and 
humid swamps of the Amazon rainforest. Living in total 
solitude, it is believed that there is, perhaps, only one swamp 
monster on our planet, making it a mystery how they 
reproduce. Dr Patrick Thurston - world renowned 
monsterologist from Bristol University - could perhaps be the 
only living person ever to see this magnificent creature: “You 
cannot believe the pure majesty of the swamp monster. They 
seem as if they are ‘one with the swamp’ living in pure harmony 
with their habitat.” 

Appearance 
Information about 
what the creature 
looks like including 
evidence 

Swamp monsters don’t just live in swamps they resemble them. 
Being experts in camouflage, they are indistinguishable from 
their environment. Their bodies are made from this 
environment: limbs of gnarled branches, incredibly long fingers 
and glowing, iridescent hair which changes colour to match 
their mood. The most incredible thing about a swamp monster 
is that they have translucent breathing tubes meaning they can 
stay underwater indefinitely but continue to breathe.  

Diet 
Information about 
what the creature 
eats 

Have you ever wondered what a swamp monster eats? Their diet 
consists of herons, rats and even alligators which they hypnotise with 
their ever-staring, haunting eyes. Transfixed, any animal is helpless to 
the swamp monster who squeezes the life from them with its lean, 
powerful limbs. The swamp monster’s tongue has the ability to taste 
the air; this allows it to identify when its prey is close by. 

Warnings and advice 
to the reader 

If you are now tempted to try and spot a swamp monster, we advise 
extreme caution! This beautiful but deadly creature should be left in 
solitude to be studied only by experts trained in monsterology.  
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Activity 3: Let’s look at the toolkit  
 

Before we start thinking about our own ideas for our 
monster, we need to look closely at the text and see what 
writing tools/tips/tricks the author has used so we can do 
the same in ours. Here is a toolkit I have made for writing 
information texts. 


