
Riotous Royalty: William the Conqueror
Aim: Success Criteria: Resources:
Regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, 
cause, similarity and difference, and 
significance by learning about the arrival 
of King William and the Normans in 1066.

I can question how the Normans came to 
rule Britain in 1066.

I can give the name of the king who 
reigned in England before William the 
Conqueror.

I can explain one reason why William 
thought he should be king.

I can give one reason why William 
succeeded in becoming king.

I can ask questions about life in Norman 
England.

I can explain what the English people 
thought of William as king.

Lesson Pack

Whiteboards

Access to a good amount of space e.g. 
classroom with a large carpet area

Sticky notes

Key/New Words: Preparation:
1066 Source Pack - 1 per group

Read 1066 Source Pack Adult Guidance

Differentiated Working Together Activity Sheets - 1 per child

Norman England Adult Guidance - turn the letter into a ‘scroll’ by rolling it up

Normans, rule, reign, William the 
Conqueror, William I, Harold Godwinson, 
Edward the Confessor, Duke of Normandy, 
Tostig, taxes, Domesday Book.

Prior Learning: It will be helpful if children have some experience of the Anglo Saxons. 
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Taskit
Researchit: Can you find out more about what the Domesday Book was and how it was written?

Listit: Can you make a list of all the people in your family, all the animals they own and how many houses/buildings they own, 
just like William’s men did when they wrote the Domesday Book?

Watchit: Find out more about the Bayeux Tapestry by watching this video.

Learning Sequence

Question: Read through the slide and ask the children to individually jot their ideas down. Share and 
discuss their responses. Read the next slide to find out more about the famous king.

What Went Wrong? Show the information on the Lesson Presentation. Split the children into 5 groups. 
Using the 1066 Source Pack, the children work out what William the Conqueror did next. Allow time 
to discuss the sources in groups and feedback as a class. Can the children respond to each other’s 
interpretations of the sources, thereby building a complete picture of William’s next actions?  
Read the following slide to find out what actually happened next.  

Imagine… This is a drama-based activity called ‘scene painting’. This involves you creating an imaginary 
scene in the classroom. (The largest space possible is advisable because the children will be required 
to get up and move about). The scene is the countryside. Paint the picture: point out where on the 
classroom floor the cobbled path is: decide where this starts and ends. Point out where the stream is.  
Developing senses: ask the questions. Then move on to complete the farmlands ‘sticky note’ task. The 
room should be littered with appropriately placed sticky notes by the end of this. The children then go 
and inspect each other’s notes to share ideas.

Norman England: Part One: Tell the children that you are going to be the king’s messenger, Stephen 
Ingram and that the year is 1070. Use the script as indicated in the Norman England Adult Guidance 
sheet. Can the children raise appropriate questions for Stephen Ingram?

The children follow the instructions and complete their differentiated Working Together Activity Sheets.
Can the children come up with ideas to help people in England develop happier communities?

Norman England: Part Two: Listen to the news that Stephen Ingram brings on his return. Follow the 
Norman England Adult Guidance to do this. Read through the information on the Lesson Presentation.
Can the children use the questions to discuss the impact of the rebellions and the king’s reaction on 
local families?

Statement: The children discuss whether they think the statement is true or false.  
Can the children evaluate the reign of William I?  
Read the gruesome fact that follows this.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zndv87h

