
Magical Mapping: Viewing from Above

Prior Learning: It will be helpful if children have some prior learning experience of observing and investigating the immediate 
school grounds. 
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Taskit
Extendit: Children could use the internet to search for their own aerial photographs. Extend children to see if they can find both 

aerial and ground level views, comparing what they see. 

Programit: Program a Bee-Bot around a large scale plan of the school building or the school grounds. Use compass directions and 
positional language. Children could program a Bee-Bot around a specific route using key vocabulary.

Learning Sequence

Where in the World Am I? Children consolidate their atlas skills. In pairs, children take turns to pick a 
‘secret’ place on a world map using their atlas. It could be a country, city, river, lake, ocean, etc. Children 
ask questions to discover the ‘secret’ place on the map, with their partner replying only “yes” or “no” 
answers about the location. Once the secret place is revealed, children change over. Model an example 
to support understanding.

Amazing Aerial Views: Define and explain aerial view (bird’s-eye view) using the photographs on the 
Lesson Presentation. Pinpoint the human and physical features via discussion with children. What is an 
aerial view? Where do you think this photograph was taken?  Why might the term ‘bird’s-eye view’ be 
used?  Who might find aerial views useful? How is an aerial view different from how we see things 
usually? Listen for children explaining aerial view as ‘looking from above’.

Up Above or From the Ground: Explain to children they are going to look at a different type of photograph 
- a ‘ground level view’. Show children the example on the Lesson Presentation, ask: What do you notice? 
How is this photograph different to an aerial view? What can ground level photographs tell us that aerial 
photographs don’t? Children work in pairs comparing and matching the ground level view photographs 
with aerial photographs using the Up Above or from the Ground Activity Sheet. Use a visualiser or the 
next slide to show the correct matching photographs, clarify any misconceptions. Look for children who 
can compare a ground level view with an aerial view.

Describing Places: Show children, the aerial photograph of Ben Nevis on the Lesson Presentation. Ask 
children to imagine themselves being in that location, encourage children to close their eyes and give 
them thinking time to generate describing words. Ask: What words could we use to describe this 
place? How does it make you feel?  Model an example.  On mini whiteboards, children describe the 
geographical features of the place describing what they can see, hear, smell and how the place makes 
them feel e.g. cold, warm, excited, calm. Discuss the describing words generated and gather feedback.

Children work in pairs using the Viewing from Above 
Activity Sheet and Aerial Photographs Pack to describe 
the aerial photographs. Adult support where required. 
(This activity could be delivered as an adult led small 
group to support descriptive language)

Children work in pairs 
using the Viewing from 
Above Activity Sheet 
to describe the aerial 
photographs.

Our School from Above: Using a collection of aerial photographs of the school/local area photographs 
sourced from Google Maps (Satellite View) see if children can identify the school and other key places/
buildings in the local area. What can you see? What buildings/features do you recognise? Pass an 
inflatable globe around the class and encourage children to describe a feature they can see from the 
photograph. Extend children to say if the feature is ‘human’ or ‘physical’.

Aim: Success Criteria: Resources:
To use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features.

I can understand what an aerial view is. 

To use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the geography of their 
school and its grounds and the key human 
and physical features of its surrounding 
environment in the context of aerial 
photographs.

I can observe aerial photographs of the 
school and local area.

I can use my observation skills to find key 
features in aerial photographs. 

I can compare an aerial view and a ground 
level view.

I can use my senses to say describing 
words about what I can see in aerial 
photographs.

I can spot key features of the school and 
local area using aerial photographs.

Lesson Pack

KS1 atlas per pair

Mini whiteboards and pens per pair

Visualiser 

Inflatable globe

Key/New Words: Preparation:
Aerial view, bird’s eye view, ground 
level view, above, perspective, plan, key, 
labels, title, colour code, satellite, human, 
physical, senses. 

Find a collection of aerial photographs of the school or locate on Google Maps (Satellite View)

Up Above or from the Ground Activity Sheet per pair

Differentiated Viewing from Above Activity Sheet as required

Aerial View Photograph Pack per pair


