
Magical Mapping: Routing Around
Aim: Success Criteria: Resources:
To use simple compass directions (North, 
South, East and West) and locational 
and directional language to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map 
in the context of the school environment. 

I can use compass directions to move 
around a map.

To devise simple maps; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key in the 
context of the school/local area.

I can plan a route in the local area. 

I can say the four points of a compass

I can use compass directions to describe 
how to move around a map

I can plan a simple route on a map of the 
local area using road, place names and a key. 

I can describe my route to a partner using 
compass directions.  

Lesson Pack

Simple compasses, 4 point

Access to Google Maps

Large map of the local area showing 
road/place names

IWB for modelling route planning

Local area maps per pair

Coloured pencils per pair

Key/New Words: Preparation:
Compass, compass rose, direction, route, 
local area, near/far, distance, time, 
transport.

Compass Prompt Cards as required

Route Planning Word Grid as required

Planning a Route Activity Sheet as required

Prior Learning: It will be helpful if children have looked at simple maps of the school and local area, along with devising their own 
sketch map in Lesson 1.
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Taskit
Talkit: Children make up mnemonics to remember the four points of the compass such as Never Eat Slimy Worms! (NESW)

Makeit: Bring a compass to life by using the Make a Compass Activity Sheet. 
Walkit: Go out into the local area and walk some of the routes planned by the children as a fieldwork activity. Use maps, 

clipboards and record the times and distances taken as a cross-curricular numeracy activity.

Learning Sequence

North, East, South or West: Ask children: What are the four points of a compass? What do we use a 
compass for? Who might use a compass? Revise the four points of a compass using the video clip on the 
Lesson Presentation. Listen for children correctly naming the four points of a compass. 

Compass Challenge: Using the Twinkl school map on the Lesson Presentation (you could add your own 
local area map to the Lesson Presentation or use an electronic version via Google Maps), Children 
work in pairs, naming a starting and a finishing place on the map, their partner must then use compass 
directions to correctly give directions between the two locations.

Support children by giving them a Compass Prompt Card to support their discussions.  Listen 
for pairs using compass directions and positional language to accurately give directions.

Routing Around: Ask: What is a route? What routes do you take? Are these routes near/far? Why do 
people plan a route? What methods of transport might people use?  Use Google Maps on the IWB 
or a large map of the local area to model how to plan a walking route from the school to a point of 
interest such as a playground, country park, cinema, leisure centre or another even a place chosen by 
the children. Share the road names; use compass directions and positional language throughout the 
modelling. Model how to plan an alternative route to the same place, this could be walking, by bike, car 
or another mode of transport. Ask: How long do you think it would take to travel from school to the 
leisure centre? Is there a quicker route do you think? What direction is the leisure centre from school? 
Listen for children describing routes in the local area correctly.

Let’s Plan a Route: In pairs, children plan a walking route around the local area using a copy of a local area 
map relevant to your school. Children use the school as a starting point and then plan a simple route to 
a point of interest or landmark of their choice taking account of road names and places as they journey. 
Children plan a route(s) from the school to a point of interest using the Planning a Route Activity Sheet. 
They should draft their route in pencil first, then use coloured pencils to highlight the route, recording the 
information in a key. Alternatively, children could use IT to plot their route to school using Google Maps 
or a map on a tablet device. Children could calculate the distance/time taken using programme tools.

Children plan a simple 
route using the 
Route Planning Word 
Grid to support use 
of key vocabulary. 
Adult support where 
available.

Children plan a route 
and record it in a key. 
Extend children by 
asking them to plan 
an alternative route to 
the same place.

Children plan two 
different routes and 
record them in a key. 
Extend children to 
compare the routes and 
to plan a route by bike, 
car or even by bus.

Where Did We Go? Children join together in a group of 4 (or more) to take it in turns to showcase their 
maps and the routes they have planned. Children explain their routes using the key, compass directions, 
key vocabulary and use of road/place names. Pairs evaluate the descriptions of the routes and suggest 
possible improvements for future.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/sysm/landscapes/highlands_islands/flash/index.shtml?flash=land_ms_compass

