
Magical Mapping: Mapping Our Oceans and Seas
Aim: Success Criteria: Resources:
To use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to: key human and physical features.

I can use key words to explain human and 
physical features.

To name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans in the context 
of developing map skills. 

I can name and locate the world’s five 
main oceans.

I can explain 5 key words to my partner. 

I can sort key words into those which are 
‘human’ and those which are ‘to do with 
physical’ geography. 

I can use an atlas to find the five main 
oceans of the world. 

I can explain the difference between seas 
and oceans. 

I can begin to locate some of the world’s 
main seas. 

Lesson Pack
Atlas suitable for KS1 per pair

Mini whiteboards and pens per child

Visualiser

Timer 

Coloured pencils per pair

Glue/scissors per pair

Preparation:Key/New Words:
Magical Mapping Match-Up Cards - cut to size, per pair or Magical Mapping Match Up 
Cards with Pictures
Prepare the KWL Grids from Lesson 1

Differentiated Mapping our Oceans Activity Sheet as required. 

Human, physical, man-made, natural, sea, 
ocean, water, mass, salt water.

Prior Learning: It will be helpful if children can identify a body of water (ocean/sea) on a map. 

Subject | Year Group | Unit | Lesson Name | Lesson Number

Taskit
Findit: Reinforce and extend key geographical vocabulary for this lesson using the Differentiated Oceans and Seas Wordsearch.

Researchit: Allocate children one of the major oceans of the world. In small groups or pairs, children could become ‘Ocean Experts’, 
researching key facts and creating a presentation, notebook, web page entry, leaflet or mini book about their ocean.

Extendit: Children could look further at the major seas of the world by using the Differentiated Mapping our Seas Activity Sheet. 
Children could work together to locate and label the world’s major seas using an atlas and world map.

Linkit: Make valuable links to Science to look at marine life, plants and living things which live in our oceans and seas around the world.

Learning Sequence

Match-Up: Using the Magical Mapping Match-Up Cards, children match the key words to the definition in pairs.

Support children by 
using the Magical 
Mapping Match-Up 
Cards with Pictures 
for support along with 
fewer cards to sort

Extend children by asking them to sort the key words into 
those which refer to ‘human’ features and those which 
refer to features of ‘physical’ geography. Ask children 
to feedback on the correct key words and definitions or 
show the correct matching/sorting using a Visualiser. 
Listen for children defining key geographical words (both 
human and physical) correctly.

Oodles of Oceans: Explain how to locate these masses of water, like Oceans and Seas, using the Lesson 
Presentation. Ask: What is an ocean? What is the difference between a sea and an ocean? Can you 
name any of the world’s major oceans? How is an ocean or sea shown on a map? Listen for children 
who can explain an ocean/sea and children who can name any of the major oceans. Look at the world 
map on the Lesson Presentation. Ask children to study the map for a few minutes and then in pairs to 
try to describe where two of the main oceans are located. 

Quiz Time! Children complete the Oceans Quiz on the Lesson Presentation using an atlas and recording 
their answers on mini-whiteboards. Go through the answers taking feedback from the children. Children 
can use self-marking to assess their answers.

Mapping Our Oceans and Seas: Using an atlas and the differentiated Mapping our Oceans Activity 
Sheets, children locate and label the main oceans of the world as a map skills activity.

Children cut and stick 
the key ocean names 
in the correct location. 
Support where 
required.

Children are extended 
to label the continents.

Children extended to 
locate and label some 
of the world’s main 
seas and the main 
continents.

Spot the Seas: Show a completed ‘good model’ map of the world with the five main oceans correctly 
labelled and located using a visualiser. Also, show some of the major seas that some children may have 
located. Ask: How are seas and oceans different? What might seas and oceans in different parts of the 
world be like? (Encourage children to think about sea temperature, marine/plant life). Look at the map of 
the world’s major seas and begin to look at the smaller areas of water. See how many seas children can 
spot in a minute, using a timer; they could record their responses on mini whiteboards to feedback.

Assess and Review - What Have I Learnt? Children complete the quiz independently (Post-learning 
assessment quiz to check knowledge developed) Assess understanding via discussion and answers on 
mini whiteboards/books. Revisit the KWL Grids from Lesson 1, children complete the ‘What I have learnt’ 
section before reflecting on their achievements over the unit and whether they found out what they had 
planned. Reflect and discuss the learning over the unit. Ask: What have you learnt? Did you learn what 
you thought? What did you enjoy the most? What new vocabulary/map skills have you learnt?


