
Magical Mapping: Mapping It Out
Aim: Success Criteria: Resources:
To devise simple maps; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key in the 
context of the school/local area.

I can draw a simple sketch map. 

I can name different types of map 
and at least 2 key features. 

I can begin to compare different 
types of map. 

I can explain what a sketch map 
shows to my partner. 

I can draw a sketch map of the 
school area. 

Lesson Pack
Mini whiteboards and pens (per child) 
Visualiser 

Collection of different maps (OS map, world 
map, UK map, road map, shopping centre map, 
theme park/wildlife park map) 
Flipchart paper and markers
OS maps (per pair/ or small group)
Internet access/speakers to play video clip

Preparation:Key/New Words:
Read the Unit Overview in advance
Prepare a simple sketch map of the school and local area (or locate on Google Maps) 
Locate school/local area on Google Maps
My School- Sketch Map Activity Sheet as required
Sketch Map Checklist as required 

Sketch map, key, title, compass rose, 
direction, aerial (bird’s eye) view, map 
symbols.

Prior Learning: It will be helpful if children have looked at different types of maps in previous learning.  
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Taskit
Programit: Practise programming a Bee Bot or Roamer around different types of map. You could use the Bee Bot Treasure Map.

Makeit: Create a Messy Map of the school, local area or children could even invent their own place using a variety of different 
materials and equipment. See the Messy Maps Adult Guidance for how to teach your class how to make a Messy Map.

Foldit: Model how to fold an OS map and show children the video clip on the OS Mapzone website. Children work in pairs (or small 
groups) to practise folding an OS map. You could have a map folding challenge to see who can fold the map the quickest!

Learning Sequence

What Do I Know Already? Children complete the quiz independently on mini whiteboards or in their 
Geography books. Assess prior knowledge and understanding via discussion and answers on mini 
whiteboards. Children complete the Magical Mapping KWL Grid to demonstrate existing and future 
knowledge.  Share some of the children’s grids to illustrate ideas using a Visualiser. 

Mapping It Out: Question children about prior knowledge of maps. What is a map? What different types of 
map are there? Why do we use maps? When might we use a map? Children discuss in partners and note 
examples of different types of maps on mini-whiteboards, before sharing. Teacher records ideas from the 
class on the whiteboard.  Show children the collection of different maps, discuss the audience and purpose 
of the maps.  Highlight the key features common to all maps (title, colour, map symbols, compass rose/
direction, key or legend). Ask What are the key features (special things!) about maps? 

What Is a Sketch Map? Show the sketch map of Twinkl village on the Lesson Presentation, encourage 
children to observe the map for a few minutes and ask: What can you see?  What types of buildings are 
there? What colours are used? Why?  What key features can you spot? Explain that a sketch map is a 
roughly drawn map showing basic details and information about an area. 

Mapping Our School: Show a sketch map of your own school and local area (hand drawn or you could 
show a simple map using Google maps). Ask: What places or landmarks can you see? Where is our 
school? What road/street is the school on? How do you know? What places are nearby? What places are 
far away? Then use Google Maps to show children the school area from a different view – What do you 
notice now? How is this map similar? How is it different?

My School – Sketch Map: What does a good sketch map need to include? Model how to draw a 
simple sketch map showing the school, one or two main buildings/landmarks and roads/rivers where 
appropriate using a Visualiser or gather children round a large sheet of flip chart paper.  Use the Lesson 
Presentation to share the key features children should include. Children use the My School- Sketch Map 
Activity Sheet and Sketch Map Checklist to complete a simple sketch map including the school.

Children complete a 
simple sketch map 
including the school 
and one/two other 
features. Adult support, 
where available. 

Children complete a 
simple sketch map 
including most key 
features and labels.

Children include key 
features, labels and 
colour code. Peer 
checking to see if all 
the key features have 
been included. Extend 
children to draw on a 
journey that they make 
from school.

Compare It! Look at Google Maps (including Street View) and Sketch maps of the local area to play spot 
the difference. What are the similarities and differences between the maps? Which do children prefer?

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-20568-treasure-map-bee-bot-resource-pack
http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/map-skills/starting-mapping/page-four

