
Riotous Royalty: Henry VIII
Aim: Success Criteria: Resources:
Continue to develop a chronologically 
secure knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives within and 
across the periods they study by learning 
about the significance of a royal heir in 
securing the power of a monarchy.

I can understand why King Henry VIII 
wanted an heir.

I can name two adjectives to describe 
Henry VIII.

I can explain why Henry VIII needed a son.

I can name at least two of Henry VIII’s 
wives.

I can explain what a Tudor monarch might 
look for in a marriage.

Lesson Pack

Whiteboards

Key/New Words: Preparation:
Heir, divorce, beheaded, unfaithful, 
portrait, affairs.

Differentiated Wife Advert Activity Sheets 
- 1 per child

Prior Learning: It will be helpful if children have some experience of Tudor history. 
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Taskit
Watchit: Can you find out more about other aspects of Henry’s reign by watching this link?
Designit: Can you design an outfit for King Henry VIII’s first son?

Writeit: Can you create a book picking out key information about the lives of Tudors during the reign of Henry VIII?

Studyit: Can you find out more about crime in Tudor England using the PlanIt LKS2 History Crime and Punishment Unit?

Learning Sequence

King Henry VIII: Read through the slide and watch the clip. Ask the children to individually jot their ideas 
down according to the task explained on the Lesson Presentation. Share and discuss the children’s 
responses.  Read the next slide to find out more about the famous king.
Can the children understand why King Henry believed a male heir to be important?

Henry VIII and His Six Wives: Referring to the Lesson Presentation, read the slides to find out why the 
king married so many times. Allow time to discuss the facts and raise any questions. Can the children 
name some of Henry’s wives?

Tudor Life Magazine: The children follow the instructions to plan and complete their differentiated Wife 
Advert Activity Sheets.
Can the children identify with the opinions and requirements of a king during the Tudor period?

Presents: The children discuss what they would buy the king as a present. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/music/hh-king-henry-viii-song

