
Magical Mapping: Atlas Skills - The UK
Aim: Success Criteria: Resources:
To devise simple maps; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key

I can identify map symbols.

To use atlases and globes to identify the 
UK and it’s countries in the context of 
using an atlas/ developing atlas skills.

I can use an atlas to find places in the UK. 

I can name four map symbols which are 
used on maps. 

I can say why map symbols are used. 

I can use an index in an atlas to find 
countries and other places in the UK. 

I can explain to my partner how to use an 
atlas. 

Lesson Pack

Mini whiteboards and pens per child

Atlas suitable for KS1 per pair

Key/New Words: Preparation:
Map symbols, atlas, index, page numbers, 
contents, key, human, physical, continent, 
country, capital city.

Geography Alphabet Strip as required

Differentiated Atlas Scavenger Hunt 
Activity Sheet as required

Prior Learning: It will be helpful if children have prior experience of using atlases and globes. 
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Taskit
Researchit: Develop research skills about a specific country or continent using a variety of information including internet sources, atlases, 

maps and non-fiction books. Children could present their research as a class presentation, video, blog or photostory.

Matchit: Use the Map Symbols Flashcards to play a variety of card games such as pelmanism, memory match or snap!

Quizit: Children create an atlas quiz for their partner, group or another class to find a variety of different places or features 
using an atlas. 

Learning Sequence

Map Symbol Bingo! Revise map symbols and their purpose using the Lesson Presentation. What are map 
symbols? Why do we use map symbols? What other symbols do we use in our everyday environment? 
Play a warm up game of Map Symbol Bingo using the Lesson Presentation. Children divide a mini-
whiteboard into a 6 square grid, they quickly draw a choice of map symbols on their whiteboard grid. 
Call out the map symbols on command, you could play for four corners, a line and a full house. The first 
to shout ‘Map Symbol Bingo!’ wins! Listen for children identifying map symbols correctly and explaining 
their purpose.

Amazing Atlases – Talking Point: In preparation for developing atlas skills, give each pair an atlas. Allow 
children a few minutes to discuss in pairs and prepare a list of all the things they can say about an atlas, 
recording or drawing their ideas on mini whiteboards. What can we say about an atlas? What do we 
use an atlas for? When might you use an atlas? You could make this activity into a timed challenge. Feed 
back the ideas from children and collect on the whiteboard.

How Do We Use an Atlas? Share the slides on the Lesson Presentation to model and discuss the key 
features of an atlas. What can be found at the front of an atlas? (contents) What can be found at the end? 
(index) How would we find where England is by using an atlas; what would we do first? What would we 
do next? Discuss the use of the contents, index and how it is organised. Model how to find the UK using a 
political map in the atlas, then model how to find the four countries of the UK. Give children time to study 
the atlas in pairs and to look closely at the places and geographical features they can see: What are the 
four countries of the UK? What are the capital cities? What oceans/seas surround the UK? What other 
features can you see? Can you find the nearest city to where you live? What places would you like to visit?

Finding Places: In pairs, children use their atlas to find a variety of locations given on the Lesson 
Presentation to practise for the next activity, including the four countries of the UK. 

Support children to use the index, provide a Geography Alphabet Strip for children needing 
support with alphabetical order. Extend children to find their own places, recording the                 
page number.

Atlas Scavenger Hunt: Children complete the differentiated Atlas Scavenger Hunt Activity Sheets finding 
places and features in the UK using a suitable KS1 atlas.

Children find places 
and simple physical 
features in the UK. 
Pair work for support 
where required.

Children find places 
and geographical 
features in the UK.

Children find places 
and geographical 
features in the UK, 
along with locating 
their own places for a 
partner to find.

Spot It! Play an atlas challenge game to finish; in pairs children race to find a country, capital city or 
physical feature such as a river/ocean on command, demonstrating the skills they have learnt in 
the lesson. Vary the use of language/features used to differentiate and challenge. E.g. Can you find 
Sheffield? Can you locate the capital city of Wales? Name a physical feature on the NE coast? Look for 
children who can use an atlas accurately to locate places and geographical features.

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-g-044-map-symbols-flashcards

