
Maths Activities - try at least one a day 

 Watch a Numberblocks clip each day at: BBC or CBeebies.  

 Practise counting up to 20. This can be done through playing hide and 

seek, singing number songs, chanting, board games etc. 

 Write out the digits 0 - 9.  

 Sing Number songs to practice counting, reciting numbers in order, one 

more, one less using number songs: Five Little Ducks, Five Little Men, Ten 

Green Bottles 

 Practise counting backwards from 20.  

 Look for the numbers on the doors of houses. Do the numbers get bigger 

or smaller as you go up and down the street?  

 Listen to a number song from the CBeebies website. After listening to 

them, watch again and sing along if you can. Talk about the maths you can 

see in the video clip.   

 Look out of the window and count how many houses or buildings can be 

seen 

 Explore weighing and measuring food on the kitchen scales. Ask, what 

happens as you place more on the scales?   

 Look for numerals on packaging you find around the house. Can your child 

recognise the numerals and count out a matching amount? 

 

Phonics and Reading Activities - try at least one a day 

 With your child, look in magazines, newspapers and books for the tricky 

words they are currently learning. They could use a highlighter to 

highlight in magazines and newspapers. 

 Read a variety of books to your child. Favourites can be repeated. 

Hearing the patterns of language in a story will support your child’s 

language development.   

 Sing Nursery Rhymes and songs together. Add in actions and change the 

words. Can children think of different rhyming words to add in? Repeat 

old favourites and learn new rhymes.  

 Daily phonics - Practice the sounds your child is working on and blend 

words. This can be oral blending (e.g. spoken c-a-t written if appropriate.  

 Read the story Hansel and Gretel (or watch on YouTube)- What makes 

the house appealing to the children?   

 Read the story of The Three Little Pigs (or watch on YouTube)- Discuss 

the choices the little pigs make about the materials they use to build 



their houses. Can children figure out the material their own house is made 

from.  

 Send your child on a sound hunt around the house. Can they find and 

record all of the items that make sounds? (e.g. hairdryer, TV, fridge, 

microwave, phone) 

 Look at recipe books and food magazines. Encourage your child to use 

their phonics knowledge to decode the ingredients list. Select a recipe 

and make this together. Encourage your child to read the labels on 

packaging to figure out which ingredient it is. 

 

Spelling and Writing - try at least one a day 

 Ask your child to draw a picture of the people who live in their house. If 

they share time across two houses, draw who lives in each house. Can they 

label their family members using their phonics knowledge?   

 Practice name writing. Can they write their first name? Middle name? 

Surname?  

 Can they write the names of their family members? Do they know Mummy 

and Daddy’s real name? They could copy this or use their phonics 

knowledge. Can they write this? Using chalks, crayons, paint, felt tips.   

 Practice forming the letters of the alphabet. Follow your school’s script.   

 Ask your child to write out the tricky words they are working on at the 

moment on pieces of paper and turn them into a pairs game. 

 Design your dream house. What would you like to have in your house? 

Encourage children to be as imaginative as they can (e.g. a cinema room, a 

chocolate room). Can they label their house using their phonics 

knowledge?  

 Practise forming the letters of the alphabet. Follow your school’s script.   

 Ask your child to draw or write a shopping list to help plan for the weekly 

shop. Encourage them to ask all family members views on what they would 

like to eat that week.   

 Ask your child to help plan a movie night/ afternoon. Select two films 

from a streaming service or DVD’s you have in the house. Ask them to 

draw a picture to represent each film or write out the title. Ask them to 

speak to each member of the house to find out their view on which film 

they would like to watch. Ask your child to write each person’s name 

under his or her chosen film.   



 Create a card for a celebration of your choice. Can your child use their 

phonics knowledge to write a message for the person they would like to 

give it to?   

 Ask your child to draw a picture of a celebration they have taken part in. 

Encourage them to use their phonics knowledge to write about their 

memory of that day 

 

 

 

 
 


